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•  teach	  Students	  about	  locality,	  contexts	  
•  share	  stories,	  aspira<ons,	  concerns	  
•  collaborate	  with	  Students	  during	  idea<on	  
•  review	  Students’	  drawn	  concepts	  

•  involve	  Collaborators	  in	  place	  analysis	  
•  teach	  Collaborators	  design	  process	  
•  inject	  theory/precedent/principles	  
•  give	  ideas	  form,	  invite	  Collaborator	  cri<que	  
• present,	  reflect	  with	  Collaborators	  

	  –	  	  key	  engaged	  design	  rela<onships	  

–	  	  suppor<ng	  rela<onships	  
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•  lead	  Studio;	  provide	  design	  
instruc<on,	  cri<que	  
•  lead	  Studio-‐Seminar	  (theory,	  
precedent,	  ethics,	  debate)	  
•  evaluate;	  lead	  reflec<on	  
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CATALYST BY DESIGN 
Resilience-‐Building	  Scenarios	  as	  Key	  
Outcomes	  of	  an	  Engaged	  Studio	  
Ken	  Tamminga	  |	  Dept.	  of	  Landscape	  Architecture	  |	  Penn	  State	  University	  
2015	  Engagement	  Scholarship	  Consor<um	  Conference	  
	  
As	  a	  flagship	  course	  in	  partnership	  with	  the	  Penn	  State	  Center:	  Engaging	  PiCsburgh,	  the	  
PiCsburgh	   Studio	   promotes	   high-‐impact	   diversity	   learning	   in	   design	   for	   advanced	  
Landscape	  Architecture	  students	  at	  Penn	  State.	  This	  poster	  presents	  examples	  selected	  
from	   a	   corpus	   of	   some	   70	   design	   projects	   in	   low-‐income	   neighborhoods	   that	   were	  
generated	  through	  the	  PiCsburgh	  Studio	  since	  2008.	  It	  also	  provides	  a	  glimpse	  into	  the	  
pedagogy	  and	  process	  (see	  Fig.	  1)	  that	  undergirds	  the	  Studio.	  	  

Conducted	   each	   Fall	   semester,	   the	   Studio	   directly	   partners	   12–14	   Landscape	  
Architecture	   seniors	   with	   neighborhood	   groups	   and	   resident	   ac<vists	   in	   one	   or	   two	  
PiCsburgh	  neighborhoods.	  To	  date,	  14	  communi<es	  have	  benefiCed	  from	  the	  Studio’s	  
process	   of	   place-‐based	   reciprocal	   learning	   and	   crea<ve	   co-‐design	   of	   neighborhood-‐
scale	   assets	   that	   have	   included	   civic	   spaces,	   green	   infrastructure,	   public	   art	  
installa<ons,	   parks,	   urban	   farms,	   vacant	   lot	   recycling,	   and	   green	   riverfronts—projects	  
specifically	   targeted	   to	   enhance	   local	   quality	   of	   life	   and	   kick-‐start	   community	  
development.	  The	  upcoming	  Fall	  2015	  Studio	  will	  take	  place	  in	  several	  neighborhoods	  
in	  PiCsburgh’s	  Northside	  district,	  supported	  through	  a	  Buhl	  Founda<on	  grant.	  

	   Each	   Studio	   and	   its	   slate	   of	   projects	   is	   by	   invita<on—via	   the	   Center—from	   local	  
groups	  to	  LArch	  faculty	  and	  students.	  The	  resultant	  rela<onal	  tetrad	  (see	  Fig.	  2)	  serves	  
as	  a	  community	  of	  prac<ce	  to	  unleash	  stakeholder	   imagina<on	  and	  bolster	  consensus.	  
Neighborhoods	  aligned	  with	  the	  Studio	  have	  consistently	  gone	  on	  to	  leverage	  concepts	  
into	   broader	   professional	   planning	   ini<a<ves,	   grants,	   and	   ongoing	   implementa<on	  
efforts	  in	  Wilkinsburg,	  Larimer,	  Beltzhoover,	  Hazelwood	  and	  others.	  

For	  their	  part,	  students	  have	  gained	  real-‐world	  insights	  that	  simply	  would	  not	  have	  
been	  available	  on	  campus.	  Overall,	  the	  corpus	  of	  studio	  work	  has	  furthered	  interac<ons	  
between	  PiCsburgh	  neighborhood	  groups,	  the	  Penn	  State	  Center,	  and	  other	  faculty	  and	  
students	  from	  the	  Penn	  State	  system.	  

The	  Studio’s	   ins<tu<onal	   framework	  and	  broad	  outcomes	  have	  been	  documented	  
in	  both	  scholarly	  and	  professional	  outlets1,2,3,4.	   	  It	  has	  been	  recognized	  na<onally	  (W.	  K.	  
Kellogg	   Founda<on	   Engagement	   Award;	   Peter	   C.	   Magrath	   University	   /	   Community	  
Engagement	   Award	   finalist)	   and	   on	   University	   Park	   campus	   (Community	   Engagement	  
and	  Scholarship	  Award;	  Service	  Learning/Student	  Engagement	  Task	  Force5),	  and	  is	  well	  
publicized	  in	  the	  PiCsburgh	  print	  and	  online	  media	  each	  Fall.	  

However,	   glossed	   over	   have	   been	   the	   collabora<vely	   generated	   solu&ons	  
themselves.	   Displayed	   here,	   then,	   is	   a	   cross-‐sec<on	   of	   concepts	   prepared	   by	   my	  
students	   in	  close	  collabora<on	  with	   local	  par<cipants	  (“community	  collaborators”).	  My	  
hope	  is	  that	  these	  visually	  robust	  products	  aCest	  to	  the	  intensive	  and	  embedded	  design	  
process	   (see	   Fig.	   1),	   and	   give	   a	   sense	   of	   the	   transforma<ve	   poten<al	   of	   place-‐based	  
collabora<ve	  studio	  experiences,	  both	  in	  the	  student	  and	  in	  the	  community.	  If	  so,	  it	  may	  
prompt	  ESC	  discourse	  on	  the	  transforma<on-‐by-‐collabora<ve-‐design	  approach	  that	  lies	  
at	  the	  core	  of	  the	  engaged	  studio.	  	  

Bird's-Eye perspective depicting the conceptual design of Crossroads Park 

[crossroads park] _a vision
Andrew Madl
The Department of Landscape Architecture 07

[program elements] _the dock

Presented above is a stylized view of the proposed dock during sunset.
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Andrew	  Madl	  |	  Crossroads	  Park,	  Hazelwood	  Studio,	  2013	  	  	  

Chris	  Chiampi	  |	  Woodland	  Neighborhood	  strategy,	  Northside	  Studio,	  2012	  	  	  

Sarah	  Rumbaugh	  |	  Wilkinsburg	  Sta&on	  Redevelopment	  &	  Transit	  Hub,	  Wilkinsburg	  Studio,	  2012	  

Alex	  Bishop	  |	  Integrated	  Urban	  Farm	  
Homewood	  South	  Studio,	  2011	  	  	  

Vacancy as a Resource... Homewood South
Adrienne Angelucci November 14, 2011
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Adrienne	  Angelucci	  |	  Vacancy	  as	  Resource,	  Homewood	  South	  Studio,	  2011	  	  	  
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