
Trans-disciplinary Collaborations and Partnerships in 
Rural Development- Communities of the Monongahela 
National Forest
Peter M. Butler, Associate Professor & Extension Specialist. Landscape Architecture 
Program. Director, School of Design and Community Development. West Virginia 
University. pebutler@mail.wvu.edu
Doug Arbogast, West Virginia University Extension
Carly Clevenstine, West Virginia University Landscape Architecture
Michael Dougherty, West Virginia University Extension
Daniel Eades, West Virginia University Extension
Eve Faulkes, Graphic Design, West Virginia University
Cindy Sandeno, National Forest Service
Keywords: Trans-disciplinary, Planning, Cultural Tourism, Extension, Development



2018 One USDA
• Modernizing USDA mission support activities to 

be more efficient and effective by utilizing 
enterprise solutions;

• Serving customers and improving the delivery of 
USDA’s core missions;

2017 USDA Recreation Economy Resource Guide

One USDA and Recreation Economies in WV
• US Forest Service
• WVU Extension
• USDA Rural Development
• Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 

Design



Academic Context…trans-disciplinary 

‘laboratories’ 
collaborative
cultivating relationships 
robust approach
scaffolding 

CRED- Extension…Economics, Graphic 
Design, Landscape Architecture, 
Planning, Recreation Parks and 
Tourism Resources, Public History, 
Public Administration, Land Use Law 
Clinic…



Communities of the Mon National Forest

‘transitional’ - ARC
timber and coal and coking industries
corridor H - Washington, D.C. 
heritage and recreation…Monongahela National Forest 

complicated social, political, and environmental context



Monongahela National Forest

Methods and Products- Quantitative & Qualitative
Visitor and resident survey administered 

Themes and goals in cultural tourism 

Planning with a focus on heritage, art, music and outdoor recreation

Design workshops – graphic and landscape

Online GIS participation

Rural Tourism Design Team/
Community Engagement Lab 

Team: Composition
Extension economist - small business survey

Tourism specialist – TCCDA capacity building/partnerships

Planner - comprehensive planning 

Design faculty - visioning workshops / service-learning studio courses 

Scaffolding of outputs to the community













Multi-faceted 
Connected 
Community-minded 
Sharing 
Mining/lumber/RR

heritage 
Independent 
Mountain culture 
Farming
Nature
Outdoor recreation 
Fishing
Skiing 
Hiking 
Biking 
Stargazing
Creative/Making 
Entrepreneurial 
Microbreweries 
Good food/company 
Arts and Music 
Historic Architecture 
Contain growth
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CV

PARSONS
TUCKER CULTUREPa

DAVIS
TUCKER CULTUREDa





https://www.tuckerculture.com/

https://www.tuckerculture.com/






Community Workshops



GIS Mapping of Assets 
and Businesses



•http://arcg.is/0ebXO4

http://arcg.is/0ebXO4






Opera house project
Community Engagement Lab: WVU Landscape Architecture







• Green space- include native species

• Benches

• Pollinators / butterfly garden

• Open for all ages

• Inviting - bring/buy lunch and hang out

• Bat boxes

• Cool/unique climbing/sitting forms- frog,turtle

• Usable space

• Where kids can play and be kids (in other words- tough and durable)

• Place to hang out and play music

• Informal jam sessions

• Urban edge-infill/Repair grid (grid activation)

• Programmable density

• Gateway to forest and public lands

• Orientation point-connecting residents and visitors to the 
heritage/history and landscape

• Regional theatre potential/out of town try-outs venue

• Water feature – interactive fountain

• Skateboard friendly



• Farmer’s market

• Mountain music trial

• Instrument rental

• Easily maintained

• No dark corners that would encourage unwanted 
activity.

• Thoughtful lighting (aesthetically pleasing)

• Small wall or natural wall to separate from road to set 
aside

• Flooding materials that can withstand/hosed down

• Good acoustics

• Outdoor film screening

• Not a concrete community

• Pollinator garden

• Recycling education

• Bi-weekly classes-gardening,music





This plan demonstrates the 
different ecosystems found in 
Pocahontas County; Riparian, 
Upland Mountains, and the 
Cranberry glades using native 
plants and materials to educate 
visitors.  Both the riparian area 
and the 'glades' act also 
stormwater management.  
Wayfinding devices, mapping can 
be found in the South-west 
corner and an updated phone 
booth equipped with USB ports 
that are solar powered allows 
trail users and other visitors to 
charge cell phones or other 
devices.  Posts to lock your bicycle 
on are also located in this area. 
Moveable tables and chairs are 
repeated in each master plan in 
order to allow for flexibility or 
adaptation of the space.  Large 
boulders or man-made climbing 
rocks can be used as seating or a 
natural area for children to climb 
and play. 



This plan looks at making the space very 
versatile and adaptable.  With the exception of 
the North-east corner of the plan, all areas with 
permeable paving can also support cars to allow 
for farmers markets, food trucks, parking (in 
winter), etc. Four ADA parking can be found with 
close access to the ADA ramp that is already on 
the site.  

Bioswales line the edges of the site to collect 
stormwater both on and off the site as well as 
have information on their importance and ways 
they can be implemented even on personal 
property.  In the North-east corner on the plan 
different native trees are identified (for 
educational purposes) are spaced close to each 
other to create a 'forest'-like atmosphere as well 
as a place where people can place hammocks or 
tree swings to relax an listen to music.  

A pavement pattern in the shape of two rivers in 
the area that merge - run through the site and in 
the South-west corner there is a 'splash zone' 
with fountains of water rising up from the 'river'.  
Worked into the permeable pavement in this 
area are mosaics of aquatic life found in the 
region. An updated phone booth equipped with 
USB ports that are solar powered allows trail 
users and other visitors to charge cell phones or 
other devices. 



This plan imagines an entrance on the 
side that can be pulled up to the side 
entrance with 4 ADA parking spaces.  

Bioswales line the edges of the site to 
collect stormwater both on and off the 
site as well as have information on their 
importance and ways they can be 
implemented even on personal 
property.  In the north-west corner a 
lawn and 'dancing space' provide an 
atmosphere and places to hang out 
while listening to a band.  A pavement 
pattern in the shape of two rivers in the 
area that merge - run through the site 
and in the South-west corner there is a 
'splash zone' with fountains of water 
rising up from the 'river'.  

Worked into the permeable pavement 
in this area are mosaics of aquatic life 
found in the region. An updated phone 
booth equipped with USB ports that 
are solar powered allows trail users and 
other visitors to charge cell phones or 
other devices.









November 24, 2018
Gov. Justice announces land and water conservation grant awards for Greenbrier 
and Pocahontas counties

Town of Marlinton: The $86,391 grant award for the Town of Marlinton will include 
the development of a new gateway park for the Town of Marlinton. The new 
Discovery Junction will adjoin the Marlinton Opera House with an outdoor pavilion, 
picnic and landscaping improvements. These improvements will serve to guide and 
direct visitors to the area’s recreational resources including the Greenbrier River 
Trail and Monongahela National Forest besides staging local farmers markets and 
other community events.

https://mountainmessenger.com/gov-justice-announces-land-and-water-
conservation-grant-awards-for-greenbrier-and-pocahontas-counties/

https://mountainmessenger.com/gov-justice-announces-land-and-water-conservation-grant-awards-for-greenbrier-and-pocahontas-counties/
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