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Design Thinking 

• What is it? 



7 Step Design Process 

• Accept Situation 

• Analyze 

• Define 

• Ideate 

• Select 

• Implement 

• Evaluate 



Design can be linear 



Or circular 



And should involve feedback 



Or can be a many-branched 

excursion. 



What’s for dinner? 



1. Accept Situation 



2. Analyze 



3. Define 



3. Define* 

* Texas edition 



4. Ideate 



5. Select 



6. Implementation 



7. Evaluate 



MAGIC ACTIVITY 

A Waukon Dessert 
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A Waukon Dessert 
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A Waukon Dessert 

City officials have asked Iowa State University to help plan its 

community’s future.  Specifically, they have asked that we work with the 

community to help design the community as an elder friendly place that 

is seen as a good place to retire.  Our current team involves an 

economist, and interior designer, a sociologist, and architect, and a 

landscape architect.   

  

If you were on the team, what role might you take? So, putting on 

“design thinking caps” and utilizing your professional experience and 

academic backgrounds, break into groups and let’s take design thinking 

for a spin and to help recreate Waukon as “the” place to retire.  
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Report back…. 
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Questions? 

Lisa Bates: lmbates@iastate.edu 

Tim Borich: borich@iastate.edu 

Susan Erickson:  susaneri@iastate.edu 

Tom Neppl: tomneppl@iastate.edu 

 


