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UQ Young Achievers Program:

Map1: UQYAP Catchment area

Impact study:

What are the impacts of the UQ Young Achievers
Program for participants, and their families, schools
and community?

2010-2015 Design / timeframes:

Research data:
• Semi-structured interviews
• Stakeholder workshops / meetings
• Program surveys, records and materials
• Academic and industry literature

2011 Interview sample:

2011 Preliminary findings:
• Entry point data:
- Most Young Achievers come to the
program with university aspirations

• Interview data by themes:
- Recognition
- Relief
- Social connections
- Raised awareness

Recognition
“... there’s a positive for that student that they’ve been
acknowledged, there’s a positive for the family “hold on my
son or my daughter has some significant potential” ... [it’s]
almost like throwing the rock in the pool and [the ripple effect]
... an influence on that person’s peers and friends and that’s
what we need to do more of.”
(Interview 1, School Staff, March 2011)

Relief
“Yeah, I think it’s a very good help for me because I worry
about the future, we’re getting old now, and the business is
starting to go down and we can’t afford university. But
[Young Achiever] can join in this program, that's a big worry
for me to pass away, just put it on one side ... the financial
support.”
(Interview 14, Parent/Guardian, March 2011)

Social connections
“...[the residential camp] gave us the opportunity to go onto
the campus and experience life and learn a little bit more
about it ... it was awesome, meeting new people, like at first I
was really really nervous about it, cause I’m not like so far out
there. But you get to know people and then you form like really
close friendships. ... I’ve kept in contact with my mentors, I
haven’t got like Facebook or anything like that so I’m kind of
a bit you know I’ve only got one email account so I’m a bit
secluded .”
(Interview 15, Young Achiever, March 2011)

Raised awareness

“It was always in the plan to go to university [but] if you’d
asked me you know exactly what I had to do to get into
university and what I was going to do while I was there I
couldn’t have told you but the program’s really sort of been an
eye opener as to you know how it all works.”
(Interview 10, Young Achiever, March 2011)

Early engagement ...

...long term impacts.

References:
•

Alloway, N., Gilbert, P., Gilbert, R., & Muspratt, S. (2004). Factors impacting on student aspirations and expectations in
regional Australia. Canberra: James Cook University contracted by the Evaluations and Investigations Programme (EIP);
Department of Education Science and Training (DEST), Australian Government.

•

Australian Government. (2009). Transforming Australia's Higher Education System. Barton, ACT: Australian Government
Retrieved from http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Pages/TransformingAustraliasHESystem.aspx.

•

Bradley, D., Noonan, P., Nugent, H., & Scales, B. (2008). Review of Australian Higher Education - Final Report. Canberra:
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR), Australian Government.

•

NCSEHE. (2009). Student Equity in Higher Education: What we know. What we need to know (Forum Proceedings),
National Centre for Student Equity in Higher Education (NCSEHE), South Australia.

•

Scull, S., & Cuthill, M. (2010). Engaged outreach: using community engagement to facilitate access to higher education for
people from low socio-economic backgrounds. Higher Education Research & Development, 29(1), 59-74.

•

UQ. (2010). Annual Report on Equity and Diversity 2010. St Lucia: The Equity Office; The University of Queensland (UQ).

•

Zappala, G., & Lyons, M. (2009). Addressing disadvantage: Consideration of models and approaches to measuring social
impact. Kensington, NSW: The Centre for Social Impact (CSI).

For more information about ...
UQ Young Achievers Program:

www.uq.edu.au/youngachievers
UQYAP Impact study:
Danni Jansen
Research Officer
UQ Boilerhouse Community Engagement Centre
The University of Queensland
11 Salisbury Road
Ipswich Qld 4305, Australia
Phone: 61 7 3381 1532
Email: danni.jansen@uq.edu.au
Web: www.uq.edu.au/boilerhouse

